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In response to the Office Action dated March 31, 2005, Applicants hereby respond as 
follows. Claims 1-6 and 9 are pending. As an initial matter, Applicants wish to thank the 
Examiner for the very helpful and courteous interview conducted on June 15, 2005. The present 
Response has been prepared in view of the noted interview. 

In paragraph 4 of the Office Action, claims 1-6 and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
§ 102(e) as anticipated by or, in the alternative, 35 U.S.C. §103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Allison et al (U. S. Patent Pub. No. 2004/01 02 137A1) in view of Applicant's admitted prior art. 
Applicants respectfully request reconsideration in view of the following remarks. 
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submit an appropriate oath or declaration to establish invention of the subject matter of the 
rejected claim prior to the effective date of the reference or activity on which the rejection is 
based. The effective date of a. . .U.S. patent application publication. . .is the earlier of its 
publication date or date that it is effective as a reference under 35 U.S.C. 102(e)." In addition, 37 
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